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as a reason that they cannot comply with the request of the Board, 
except upon what is known as a mileage basis, and suggesting that 
statistics upon such a basis are not reliable, or are misleading. It 
has been found practically impossible for the Board to obtain from 
the reports furnished by railways operating lines through the State, 
and within other States, reliable statistics that would enable it to 
determine the earnings of that part of the line operated in Iowa. 
Where the officers of the companies have attempted to give this in- 
formation it has been upon a mileage basis of their entire lines 
regardless of population of territory or traffic carried. 

In the Annual Report of the Inspector of Finance of the State of 
Vermont, June SO, 1898, it appears that the aggregate deposits in the 
savings banks and trust companies were $34,071,721, an increase of 
$1,471,094. The total number of deposit accounts was 108,511, of 
which 12,940 belong to non-residents. There were 2569 accounts of 
over $1500 in the banks. Twenty-two savings banks paid 4 per cent 
interest, and one 3£ per cent. The Inspector of Finance recommends 
that dividends be limited to 3£ per cent until 15 per cent surplus has 
been accumulated. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



At the National Convention of Charities and Corrections, held in 
New York in May, a committee was appointed to revise the national 
statistical blank which was originally prepared some ten years ago. 
This committee has now reported, and presents the following form : — 

Causes Within the Family. 

Disregard of family ties. (Desertion, neglect to contribute by children, brothers, 
sisters or other natural supporters.) 

Intemperance. (Abuse of stimulants or narcotics.) 

Dishonesty or other moral defects. 

Lack of thrift, industry or judgment. 

Physical or mental defects. (Blind, deaf, crippled from birth, insane, feeble-minded.) 

Sickness, accident or death. 
Causes Outside the Family. 

Lack of employment not due to employe. (Changes in trade, introduction of ma- 
chinery, hard times, strike or lockout, partial or complete shut-down, removal 
of industry, etc.) 

Defective sanitation. 

Degrading surroundings. 

Unwise philanthropy. 

Public calamity. 
Unclassified. 
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This form has fewer headings than its predecessor, and is regarded 
as more comprehensive. Lack of employment, due to the employe, 
and imprisonment, which is not a first cause, are omitted as causes of 
distress. Old age, large family, and no male support are omitted for 
the same reason. No heading is given for defective or misdirected 
education ; this is regarded as too vague for practical use. Separate 
columns are provided for, showing chief causes and subsidiary causes. 
These new forms can be secured at cost from the New York Charity 
Organization Society. 

Die Zahl im Kriege. Statistisehe Daten aus der neueren Kreigsge- 
schichte in graphischer Darstellung. By Otto Berndt. Publishers, 
Freytag and Berudt. Vienna, 1897. Pp. 174; folded map. 

In these days of military interest this work will be of value not 
only for the reference library, but also for personal and immediate 
use. It is an attempt to show by diagrams the character of all the 
wars of this century, and the composition of the various armies en- 
gaged in the different campaigns and battles. The first part shows 
by a system of colored squares the exact years in which the several 
countries of Europe have been engaged in war during this century. 
For example, Austria-Hungary has had 17 years of war and 79 years 
of peace. Under each one of these checkered squares is given a list 
of the most important dates connected with these war periods. This 
is followed by a comparative table of the years of war and peace of 
the several countries of Europe arranged side by side. Here it is 
seen, for example, that Turkey has had 37 years of war, Spain 31, 
France 27, Russia 24, Italy 23, and England 21. These exclude the 
minor wars. The second part presents diagrams showing the relative 
strength of armies by a series of rectangles of various colors. Dia- 
grams also show the number of killed and wounded in the several 
battles. Another part presents maps showing the lines of march of 
the armies in the great campaigns. 

A Statistical Account of the Seven Colonies of Australasia, 1897- 
98. T. A. Coghlan, Government Statistician of New South Wales. 
Seventh issue. Sydney, 1898. Pp. xiii, 543. 

This useful compendium is of great value, as not only showing the 
present state and resources of the Australasian colonies, but also be- 
cause of the comparisons afforded in the experience of different groups 
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of English speaking people, which can be nsed for sociological illus- 
trations. The editor declares that the conditions of life are more 
favorable in Australasia than in any other country. The excess of 
births over deaths is somewhat less than 19 per 1000. For the 
United Kingdom it is a little over 11 per 1000. Over 95 per cent of 
the population of the seven colonies are of British or Irish birth or 
descent, excluding the Chinese, who 'are not permanent settlers. 
Among the different topics considered are population, religion, edu- 
cation, social condition, commerce, railways, food supply, cost of 
living, and finance. 

The Bureau of Statistics of Labor has published, pp. 1-192, vol. 3, 
of the State Census of Massachusetts, 1895. This volume is devoted 
to parent nativity. A brief summary shows that the percentage of 
the total population represented by persons of wholly native parent- 
age in 1885 was 44.05; in 1895 it had become 38.23. The per- 
centage of the population of wholly foreign parentage in 1885 was 
47.36 ; in 1895 it had risen to 51.93. The persons having one parent 
native and one foreign comprised 6.17 percent in 1885, and 8.13 in 1895. 
There is a small margin unknown. There are exhaustive tables show- 
ing the parent nativity by States and countries, and a special study is 
made of the parent nativity of persons 90 years of age and over. 



